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Mangrove restoration project to
be launched along Kerala coast

The Hindu Bureau
| KOCHI

' Buimerc Foundation in col-
| laboration with  M.S.
' Swaminathan  Research
Foundation (MSSRF) will
launch a three-year man-
grove restoration project
along the Kerala coast as
part of efforts to protect
the coastal ecosystem.

The first year pilot pro-
gramme will cover 10 km
along the Vypeen coast
during 2025 and see the
development of 20,000 sa-
plings for planting and dis-
tribution to places facing
shortage of saplings.

Setting up a mangrove
field school to educate

young people and local
communities about the im-
portance of sustainable
coastal management is
part of the programme,
said Buimerc chairman R.
Balachandran here on
Wednesday. The mangrove
field school will be led by
Murukesan, known as the
‘Mangrove Man of Kochi’,
under the guidance of
MSSRF. The team at the
field school will collabo-
rate with local bodies, resi-
dents, and local organisa-
tions to implement the
restoration programme.
The initiative is to equip
people, especially youth,
with the tools and know-
ledge to participate in con-

servation efforts, said G.N.
Hariharan, executive direc-
tor of MSSRF. Ernakulam
has a 46-km coastline ac-
counting for 8% of Kerala S
total coastline.

The mangrove conser-
vation programme will in-
clude seed collection, de-
veloping and nurturing a
field nursery, planting sa-
plings and monitoring
their growth. The Rhizoph-
ora Mangrove Field School
and Nursery at Vypeen

" aims to preserve and res-

tore the fast depleting
mangrove vegetation,
strengthen coastal resi-
lience, and foster com-
munity-driven
conservation.
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